
THE SEVEN FEASTS OF ISRAEL
LESSON 8

FEAST OF TABERNACLES / SUKKOT

Divine Institution

(Leviticus 23:33-44) God established the Feast as 
a sacred observance for Israel, instructing them to 
celebrate it annually at the end of the harvest season. 
This feast required the Israelites to live in temporary 
shelters, symbolizing their dependence on God 
during their wilderness journey. Through sacrifices, 
rejoicing, and remembrance, the feast emphasized 
God’s provision, protection, and ongoing presence 
with His people throughout their history.

Historical Significance

(Nehemiah 8:14-18) The Feast held deep historical 
significance as a reminder of Israel’s 40-year 
wilderness journey, where God provided food, 
water, and protection. It also marked the end of the 
agricultural season, celebrating God’s abundant 
provision. By dwelling in booths, the Israelites 
reflected on their dependence on Him and the 
temporary nature of earthly life, reinforcing trust in 
His continued faithfulness.

Symbolism of Temporary Shelters

(Leviticus 23:42-43) The temporary shelters 
(sukkot) of the Feast symbolized Israel’s reliance on 
God during their wilderness journey. These fragile 
structures reminded them of life’s temporary nature 
and the need for God’s provision and presence. The 
shelters also pointed to a future fulfillment when 
God would dwell permanently with His people, 
highlighting the theme of divine protection and 
ultimate restoration.

God’s Presence
(Exodus 40:34-38) The Feast of Tabernacles 
highlighted God’s presence among His people, 
recalling how He led Israel in the wilderness by a pillar 
of cloud and fire. The Tabernacle itself symbolized His 
dwelling among them, foreshadowing His desire for 
a permanent relationship with His people. This feast 

The Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot) is the seventh 
and final feast in Leviticus 23, marked by great joy 
and celebration. Also known as the Feast of Booths 
or Ingathering, it signifies the end of the harvest 
season and serves as a reminder of God’s provision 
and faithfulness during Israel’s wilderness journey. 
By living in temporary shelters, they reflected on 
His faithfulness and the protection He provided. 
 
More than a historical tradition, Sukkot reveals 
God’s ultimate plan—His deep desire to dwell with 
His people, both then and forever. It foreshadows 
Christ, who came to live among us, and anticipates 
His future reign when all nations will worship Him. 
Ultimately, the feast finds its fulfillment when God’s 
presence will be with His redeemed forever in the 
New Jerusalem.

Key Scripture: 
Leviticus 23:33-44, Deuteronomy 16:13-15 

Other Scripture References: Nehemiah 8:14-18, 
Leviticus 23:42-43, Exodus 40:34-38, John 1:14, John 
7:37-38, John 8:12, Zechariah 14:16, Revelation 21:3, 
Philippians 4:19, Hebrews 11:13-16, Philippians 4:4, 
Titus 2:13, John 4:23-24

Accompanying Book References: The Seven Feasts 
of Israel by Zola Levitt pages 17-19.

1. THE BIBLICAL ROOTS OF THE FEAST OF 
TABERNACLES

The Feast of Tabernacles has deep biblical roots, 
established by God as a sacred time of remembrance 
and celebration. Instituted in ancient Israel, it marked 
the end of the harvest season and commemorated 
God’s provision during the Israelites’ wilderness 
journey. Through the command to dwell in temporary 
shelters, the feast reminded God’s people of His 
faithfulness, protection, and desire to dwell among 
them in covenant relationship.
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reinforced the assurance that God remains with His 
people, guiding, protecting, and providing for them.

The Feast of Tabernacles is a powerful reminder of 
God’s provision, presence, and faithfulness throughout 
history. Instituted by God, it commemorated Israel’s 
dependence on Him in the wilderness and pointed to 
His ongoing care. The temporary shelters symbolized 
life’s fragility and the need for divine protection. More 
than a historical event, this feast invites us to trust in 
God’s presence and anticipate His ultimate dwelling 
with His people.

2. THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES POINT TO 
CHRIST
The Feast of Tabernacles finds ultimate fulfillment in 
Jesus Christ, who came to dwell among His people, 
bringing God’s presence near. He is the source of 
living water, satisfying spiritual thirst, and the Light 
of the World, guiding His followers out of darkness. 
This feast also points to His future reign and the 
eternal joy of dwelling with God forever in the New 
Jerusalem.

Jesus as God Dwelling Among Us

(John 1:14) Jesus fulfills the Feast as God dwelling 
among His people. Just as God’s presence filled the 
Tabernacle in Israel’s journey, Christ came to live 
among us, revealing God’s glory. His incarnation was 
the ultimate expression of God’s desire to be with His 
people, providing salvation and restoring fellowship 
with Him. Through Jesus, God’s presence is no longer 
distant but personally accessible.

Jesus as the Source of Living Water

(John 7:37-38) During the Feast, priests poured 
water at the altar, symbolizing God’s provision and 
the hope for future rain. Jesus declared that He is the 
true source of living water, offering eternal life to all 
who believe in Him. Just as God provided water in 
the wilderness, Christ alone satisfies spiritual thirst, 
giving life through the Holy Spirit to those who trust 
in Him.

Jesus as the Light of the World

(John 8:12) During the Feast, large lamps were 
lit in the temple, symbolizing God’s presence and 
guidance. Jesus declared Himself the Light of the 
World, revealing that He is the true source of spiritual 
illumination. Just as the pillar of fire led Israel in the 
wilderness, Christ leads His people out of darkness 
into eternal life, calling them to follow Him.

The Feast’s Future Fulfillment in Christ’s 
Kingdom

(Zechariah 14:16) The Feast of Tabernacles 
foreshadows Christ’s future reign when all nations will 
worship Him. In the coming kingdom, the feast will be 
celebrated as a time of joy, unity, and recognition of 
Christ’s lordship. This fulfillment points to a restored 
relationship between God and humanity, where His 
presence will dwell among His people, and all will 
rejoice in His sovereign rule.

The Eternal Fulfillment in the New 
Jerusalem

(Revelation 21:3) The Feast ultimately points to 
the New Jerusalem, where God will dwell with His 
redeemed forever. No longer will His people live 
in temporary shelters, for He will make His home 
among them. This eternal fulfillment brings complete 
joy, security, and restoration, as God’s presence 
will never leave, and His people will worship Him in 
perfect fellowship for all eternity.

The Feast of Tabernacles powerfully points to Christ 
as God dwelling among us, the giver of living water, 
and the Light of the world. It anticipates His future 
reign when all nations will worship Him and ultimately 
foreshadows the New Jerusalem, where God will 
dwell with His redeemed forever. This feast invites us 
to see Christ as our true source of joy, provision, and 
eternal hope in His kingdom.
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3. SIGNIFICANCE FOR BELIEVERS TODAY

The Feast of Tabernacles holds deep significance 
for believers today, reminding us of God’s provision, 
our temporary journey on earth, and the joy of His 
presence. It calls us to trust in His care, live with an 
eternal perspective, and rejoice in His faithfulness. 
As we anticipate Christ’s return, we are encouraged 
to worship Him in spirit and truth, living daily in the 
hope of His coming kingdom.

Trusting in God’s Provision

(Philippians 4:19) ust as God provided for Israel 
in the wilderness, He continues to provide for His 
people today. His provision extends beyond physical 
needs to spiritual nourishment, offering strength, 
guidance, and peace. As believers, we are called to 
trust in His faithfulness, knowing He supplies all we 
need. Relying on Him deepens our dependence and 
gratitude for His daily care.

Living as Temporary Sojourners

(Hebrews 11:13-16) The Feast reminds believers 
that this world is not our permanent home. Just as 
Israel lived in temporary shelters, we are sojourners, 
awaiting our eternal dwelling with God. This truth 
calls us to live with an eternal perspective, seeking 
God’s kingdom rather than earthly security. Our hope 
is in the lasting home He has prepared for us.

Rejoicing in God’s Presence

(Philippians 4:4) The Feast was a time of great 
rejoicing, celebrating God’s presence and faithfulness. 
As believers, we are called to live with that same joy, 
knowing that God dwells with us through His Spirit. 
True joy is found not in circumstances but in the 
assurance of His presence, guiding and strengthening 
us daily as we worship and trust in Him.

Anticipating Christ’s Return

(Titus 2:13) The Feast points to the future return of 
Christ, when He will reign and dwell with His people 

forever. As believers, we live in anticipation of this 
glorious day, preparing our hearts and lives for His 
coming. This hope inspires us to remain faithful, 
watchful, and joyful, knowing that His promise of an 
eternal kingdom will soon be fulfilled.

Worshiping in Spirit and Truth

(John 4:23-24) The Feast of Tabernacles was a time 
of joyful worship, but true worship goes beyond 
rituals—it comes from a heart devoted to God. 
Jesus taught that worship must be in spirit and 
truth, centered on Him. As believers, we are called 
to worship wholeheartedly, not just in outward acts, 
but through lives transformed by His truth and the 
indwelling Holy Spirit.

The Feast of Tabernacles teaches us to trust in God’s 
provision, live as temporary sojourners, and rejoice 
in His presence. It calls us to worship with sincere 
hearts and eagerly anticipate Christ’s return. As 
we walk in faith, are we truly relying on His daily 
care, finding joy in His presence, and living with an 
eternal perspective? How does this feast shape your 
devotion to God today?

4. SUMMARY
The Feast of Tabernacles is a profound reminder of 
God’s provision, presence, and promise. It points 
us to Christ, who dwelt among us, offering living 
water and the light of salvation. This feast not only 
recalls Israel’s journey through the wilderness but 
also foreshadows the future when all nations will 
worship Christ as King. Do we truly rely on Him as 
our provider and guide in this temporary world? 
 
As believers, we are called to live with an eternal 
perspective—trusting God’s provision, rejoicing in 
His presence, and anticipating Christ’s return. The 
ultimate fulfillment of this feast will be realized in 
the New Jerusalem, where we will dwell with God 
forever. Until that day, how will you live in joyful 
worship, walking in faith and reflecting the hope of 
His kingdom?
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WHAT DID YOU LEARN?

1.	 God commanded Israel to dwell in temporary shelters (Leviticus 23:42-43). How does this practice help 
you reflect on the temporary nature of life and the call to seek eternal security in Him?

2.	 In John 7:37-38, Jesus declared Himself the source of living water during the Feast of Tabernacles. How 
are you relying on Christ to satisfy your spiritual thirst?

3.	 Zechariah 14:16-19 prophesies that all nations will one day celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles in Christ’s 
kingdom. How does this future reality influence the way you worship, serve, and anticipate Christ’s 
return today (Titus 2:13)? 

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

4.	 The Feast of Tabernacles reminded Israel of God’s provision and presence in the wilderness. How does 
this feast challenge you to recognize and trust in God’s daily provision in your own life?

5.	 The temporary shelters used during the Feast symbolized life’s impermanence. How does understanding 
the temporary nature of this world change the way you live, make decisions, and invest your time?

6.	 The Feast was a time of joyful worship and anticipation of God’s future dwelling with His people. How 
does the promise of God’s eternal presence shape your attitude toward worship, gratitude, and daily 
faithfulness?

QUESTIONS FOR GROUP DISCUSSION
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HOW DOES THIS ALL APPLY TODAY?

7.	 In what ways can you practice greater dependence on God’s provision—both physical and spiritual—in 
your daily life? How can you develop a deeper trust in His faithfulness?

8.	 Since this world is temporary, what changes can you make to shift your focus from earthly concerns to 
eternal priorities? How can you live more intentionally for God’s kingdom?

9.	 The Feast of Tabernacles was a time of joyful celebration of God’s presence. How can you cultivate a 
heart of worship and gratitude in your daily walk with Christ, regardless of your circumstances?

BONUS CHALLENGE QUESTION (OPTIONAL):

Leviticus 23:42-43 commanded Israel to dwell in temporary shelters as a reminder of God’s provision 
and faithfulness. How does this truth, along with what you’ve learned about the Feast of Tabernacles, 
deepen your understanding of God’s presence in your life? What specific changes will you make to live 
with greater trust in His provision, joy in His presence, and an eternal perspective?

QUESTIONS FOR GROUP DISCUSSION


